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- DISCOURSE, &c. 
JS JI | 
EPHES. viii; 


Put on the whole Armour of Cad. 


- 


W E wre/tle not againſt fleſh and blood only, but 
* aihſt principalities, againſt 22 againſt the 
lers of the darkneſs of this world, again ficbed 
Hirils in high places ; therefore we ſhauld put on the 
whole Armour of Gad, that we may be able to ſland in the 
ew. day, and refiſt all the wiles of the devil. St. Paul, 
who gives us this counſel, was conſcious of its impor- 
tance ; for having had a thorn in the fleſh, and having 
fought with beaſts at Epheſus, he was well experienced 
In ſpiritual combats, and able to inſtru his converts 
how to reſiſt and overcome their ghoſtly enemies: 
Therefore with the boldneſs of a general at the head of 
his army, he addrefles the Epheſians, and fills their hearts 
with divine courage. Finally, brethren, ſays he, be flrong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might ; put on the: 
whole Armour of God. © ” NEO 
In diſcourſing upon theſe words, I ſhall, by the divine 
aſſiſtance, keep cloſe. to the Apoſtle's account of the 
Armour of God, and ou of each particular * 
2 An 


2 * 


Gas, © 


deſire to do the will of Gop. 


By 


I. And firſt, Let your loins be girt about with truth, 
for God requires truth in the inward paris; and ſin- 
cerity in the hidden man of the heart: Without a true 
heart, a man cannot pleaſe GoD; the word of Gop 
lives and grows only in ſuch as are upright in his ſight, 
Luke viii. 17. A foldier ſhould have a flrong and ſure. 
girdle to bind on his armour, that it may be both ſafe 
and convenient: Even ſo, the man that is liſted under 
Chriſt's banner, and goes forth to fight the Lord's battles, 
thould have truth rooted in his rt, zeal towards 
Gop, faithfulneſs and love to his heavenly country, and 
a real regard for his own ſoul. | 

He that would go into the field to reſiſt the devil, 
overcome the wan and mortify the fleſh, ſhould firſt 
fit down, and count the coft, and fee whether he is able to 
encounter ſo many powerful enemies. If he finds in 
his heart, that he his willing 7o ſell all for Chriſt, and to 
count all things but dung that he may win Chriſt, then he 
may confidently face all his enemies; for every true- 
hearted Nathaniel, who is willing to follow the Lamb 
whereſoever he geeth, ſhall be certainly and graciouſly ſup- 
ported by him who 7s a ſun and a ſhield, , to all thoſe that 
are upright of heart. verde | 

But it a man engages in the fight of faith, without 


ſimplicity, and godly fincerity, tho' he may hold aut far 4 


time," he will ſureſy fall at laſt : Becauſe he had nw root 
in himſelf, no deep humility, no true bieken-heartedneſs, 
no Md ſincerity, he will either fly like a coward, or 
be ſhamefully overcome by Satan. A man is to be tried 
as by fire; every ſpring of his profeffion, every motion 
of his heart, will be examined by the Gp of. 7ruth ; 
Therefore he had need to be ſound in the faith, to have 
ſalt in himfefK. Chriſt calls himſelf he truth, John xiv. 
6. and indeed it is He only that infuſes, and works truth 
in the heart of man by his ſpirit: ' Let your lins be girt 
abeut with truth, means then, Let your eye be ſintzle, 
forſake all for Chriſt, renounce your own will, and truly 


al 


8 
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Here the Apoſtle alludes to a cuſtom amongtt the Jews, and other 
Eaſtern Nations, who wore a looſe kind of garments. They made uſe of 
girdles to tuck them up, that they might be ready to run, labour, or fight, 
1 Kings, xvii. 46. 2 Kings, iii. 21, &. When applied to the faithful 
wer: bers of Chriſt, it denotes chriſtian vigilance and perſeverange in the 


| uuth, Luke Xi. 35. 1 Pet. i. 13. 
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II. Secondly, Put on the bregſt. plate of righteouſneſs : 
For Sincerity alone, will not bring a man to heaven ; 
he muſt be righteous as well as ſincere : The gates will 
be opened only 79 the righteous generation that keeps the 

truth, Iſa. xxvi. 2. This muſt be the breaſt-plate, it 

mult guard the heart, But what is this righteouſneſs 

" whereby a man ſets his face as a flint, and with bold- 

| , nels faces all his enemies? 1 anſwer, this righteouſneſs 

is twofold, imputed and imparted. F 

Firſt, it mult be emputed; for you muſt know, that all 

men being guilty before Gop, and utterly incapable to 

help themſeves; and the juſtice of Gop requiring a com- 

- pleat ſatisfaction for their ſins; the Son of God, O won- 

derful ! bowed the heavens, came dawn, took on him the 

human nature, and after living a perfectly rightequs, 
and meritoripus life, ſuffered a moſt painful and ſhame- 
ful death; and this he did for us. men and our ſalvation; 
in fo much that Gop is now reconciled to every man, 
who does repent and believe the goſpel ;' That is, on 

. account of what Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt bleſſed Son of 

op, did and ſuffered, Gop does fully and freely forgive 

every one that believes in Chriſt _ ; gh $4 : 

We are told, Rom. iv. Faith is imputed 4e ns for righte- 

. ouſneſs : Becauſe it apprebends and applies the merits of 

. Jeſus Chrilt to our ſouls; it lays hold on his righteouſneſs, 

and makes it over to the needy and helpleſs ſinner: For 

as it” was Adams fin, not o own perional tranſgreſnion, 
thatdftive. us "out of paradiſe, and robbed us ae 
avant and image; even ſo, it is the rightegufheſs of 

' Chnit, not our on perſonal holineſs that brings us again 

to Gop's favour. Thie is largely explained, Rom. v. 

2 Gor, v. 18. Without this rightebuſgeſs a man mult periſh; 
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ſh, is corroborated by the learned Mr. Keach, au 


er his idea of Mi. Wa . | 
the following beautiful lines: — Evangelical Righteouſgets'is two-foly : x Im- 
TT nan ann: | 


puted. 2: Imparted = 2 1 
*  Ficſt,, Thi Righteoufneſk imputed is that which was wronght by Ch jſt for 
the believer in the days of his fleſh, by his active and paſlive obedience to 
the la of Gd, which ) put upon the foul by faih, called, the Righteouſneſs 
of Gad by faith, Phil, in. g. % . 
3 _ © *Secongly, The Righteouineſs imparted, is that which is wrought by Chriſt 
er in che Jou ND ſupemiatural: work, or a new. like planted in the heart of 
of every believer, by the powerſul-operations of the i:diy Gheſt, whereby he is 
1 - Made holy, and cgabięn w approve himſeiſ to God and men, in all pufity of 
ful \ like aud converſation.  , | 8 8 | 
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ter is wrought by the 
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none other will juſtify before Gop. If a man has not 
this, he is expoſed to the wrath of Gop ; the condemna- 
tion of the law, and the accuſation of the devil. No 
covering will do but the glorious and rich robe of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs ; and this muſt freely be received by faith. 
This breaſt-plate will defy the devil with all his hoſts : 
This armour will enable the chriſtian ſoldier to ſtand 
firm againſt all aſſaults of the enemy: This will keep 
his heart alive: When he has put on Chrift, his ſoul is 
claathed, Ia. Ixi. 19. and Luke xv. 22. Few underſtand 

this: Ihe natural man cannot diſcern this work of the ſpirit. 
Men wiſe in their own eyes, will not aſſent to this truth, 
that we are ſaved by grate, juſtified by /aith, accepted of 
Go tor what Jeſus Chrilf did and ſuffered: And yet 
till a man doth underſtand this, he is ignorant of the firſt 
principles of the oracles of Gop : For this is the door of 
ſalvation, the rock on which our faith is built, namely, 
that we are counted righteous before Gop, through faith 
in Chriſt: Oh! this is a precious truth; Gop be praifed 
that it is revealed to us, I/. xlv. 24, 25. Fer. xxiii. 6. 
Lule xv. 1 Cor. i. 30. 2 Cor. v. 21. and Rev. iii. 18. 
But though it is fully declared by the Prophets and Apoſ- 
tles, Who believes in the Prophets? Who does not go about 
to eflabliſh his own righteouſneſs, being ignorant of the righte- 
- ouſneſs which is of Gid by faith? And who experimen- 
-tally knows that a man is juſtified freely, and that his fins 
are only 1 ** through faith, in the blood of Chriſt ? 
Seeqndly, Righteouſneſs muſt 4 14 or imparted; 
for imputed righteouſneſs alone would not qualify us for 
heaven. We muſt be holy, really holy in ourfelves, tho' 
not from ourſelves. When Gop makes a new covenarit 
with his people, he promiſes, not only to forgive their fins, 
but alſo to writs his law in their hearts, Jer. xxxi. 33. 
Heb. viii. 10 This is peculiarly fulfilled under the 
oſpel: when Chriſt imputes his righteouſneſs to us, he 
— us from the guilt and immediate power of fin : But 
when he imparts his righteouſneſs he ſanctifies our na- 
ture. The former is apprehended by faith, and the lat- 
oly Ghoſt. The former & re- 
preſented by-the atoning blood, and the latter by the puri- 

Hine water that flowed from Chriſt's fide. e. 
The breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs muſt be real and in- 
herent; the ſoul is to be cleanſed, the conſcience Puig 
rem 


1571 
| from all diad works ; for except a man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the kingdom ꝙ God; and this new birth is a 
; mighty, univerſal, divine change; it does not only imply 
< remiſhon of fins, but likewiſe the ſanctification of our 
nature, and the transformation of our heart. Many are 
willing to have Chriſt's righteouſneſs imputed to them, 


3 but have little thought of having it implanted-in them: 

Hereby we have an infallible rule, to try any man's ſin- 
- cerity ; [whoſoever is really deſirous to be faved, does as 
4 much hunger and thirſt after holineſs, as after remiſſion 
ö of ſins: He has a hatred to all ſin, he cannot abide it, and 
3 he is grieved at the leaſt imperfection that he fees in his 


of obedience; he does not deſire deliverance from fin, 
barely becauſe he is afraid it will ſend him to- hell; but 


NR becauſe he ſees it is a moſt abominable thing, contrary to 
of Gps pure eſſence, and molt pure Jaw. 
Y The ſoul that is truly enlightened, is ſo far from def 


* Wen law of God, that it ſees as great beauty and 
worth in it as David, P/. xix. cxix. And St. Paul, who 
6 moſt fully and diligently ſhe ws that the moral law, does 
: no more juſtify a man, that is, procure the pardon of his 
lins, than the ceremonial law, is yet careful to ſhew the 
excellency and uſe of the law, and how it is eftablifſhed 
through faii h; inſiſting that grace ſaves us no otherwiſe, 
than as it delivers us from the curſe and nature of fin, 
and makes us holy and unblameable before God. As that 
faith which does not work by love, is a dead faith; fo 
that righteouſneſs, that does not reach and cleanſe the 
heart, is nothing worth before God ; for no man will be 
finally ſaved who is not made truly holy. 5 ; 
To cavil at this, is to oppoſe a truth clearly revealed in 
the bible : He-that would have Chrilt for a Saviour muſt 
take him for a Prophet, King, and Lord Believers are 
not without law. 1 God, but under the law to Chrift ; the 
people of Gop walk in the way that is called holy; and 
they thirſt after, and labour for holineſs ; their ſouls are 
ever longing for more of the mind of Chriſt, more of the 
image of GOD: They do not always remain in the firft 
principles of the doctrine of Chrift,' but they go on to perfec- | 
lien they grow, and are daily changed into the glorious 
likeneſs of their living head. Lou ſee then What this 
impenetrable breaſt-plate is; righteouſneſs imputed and 


- — 


[87] 
implanted; theſe two are neceſſary Gop fas joined 
them, let no man dare to put them aſunder : 
III. Thirdly, Lei your feel be ſhod with the preparation 
-of the goſpel of peace. AGE 385 e 250, ATT LLLIR 
Ihe chriſtian ſoldier muſt put on ſandals; for the 
way to Zion is a rough and thorny way: It is plain 
that the b gs makes here * 1 to the cuſtom of 
foldiers, Who being apprizedof the enemy's comming, pre- 
; pared pieces of boards, and drove nails through them, and 
ſtrewed them in the way, that the enemy might bet hurt 
and hindered from marching: And if the children of this 
world are thus wife, how much more of this cunning 
hath the old ſerpent, the devil— le ſtrews the way 
with all kinds of fire-brands,. arrows, and deaths: 
Ibe poor chriſtian. ſoldier - is always in an enemy's 
country; he is going thro' the land of pits, and 
thick darkneſs, and of the ſhadow. of death; therefore 
ſhould his feet be ſhod.witli the preparation of the goſpel 
Of peace. | | A163, EA ENS £8 3041 40H 
iſt, Then, this implies the patience of the ſaints. 
Every one that liſts under Chriſt's banner hath need of pa- 
tience to run the race-that is ſet before him: A man muſt 
| be. reſolute, ſtrong and dexterous, to be able to walk up- 
tight before Wop.:i When the prodigal returns 10 his 
father, the father puis hoer on his feet ; that is, God endues his 
ſaints, hisjuſtified people, with patience, and muchRrength.. 
Many think it is an eaſy. matter to go to heaven; but 
alas! theſe are novicesin religion, they have never made 
a ſtep towards heaven; they know nothing of the diffi- 
culties that the people of Gop meet with. ' Believers ate 
often ſcorched with fiery temptations ; for; through much 
taibulation they:muſt enter the kingdom of God. © 
. Secondly, The feet being {hod} may imply a holy con- 
verfition + He that is waſhed, ſaig\Chritt,” needs" not to be 
waſhed, ve e feet: The feet l axe the inſtruments of 
motion, and may ſignhify the outward converſation: 
When it is ſaid hg, as and Noah walked with God, 
docs it not mean, that theſe men were 'righteous in their 
. generation? And is it not by the ſame; figure that Dav! 
Ee, { turned: my feet to keep thy-teftimonges ss 
Ihirdly, It means a willingheſs'to ſpread abroad the 
glad tidings of falvation: Ste. {/a. hi. 9. How: beautiful 
n the mountains, are the feet of them that bring good lid. 
ingu 


1. J. 1 
A. that publiſh peace, and ſay unto Sion, Thy God reigneth. 


ere muſt be a willingneſs, not only in the minifters of 
the goſpel, but alſo in every private chriſtian to ſpread 
8 abroad the goſpel: 7 he inhabitants of one city ſhould go 
1 to another, angs Come let us go 1 pray before the Lord 
F ſpeedily. All that have tafted that the Lord is gra- 
4 ciaus, will certainly invite others to come and ſee 
d his goodneſs: Gop's people have great zeal for his 
++ | glory, defire to have his name honoured, and labour that 
is ſinners may be converted; and faints built up. Hereby 
iv is Go glorified, when all that profeſs to know his name 
y bring forth much fruit: Indeed, this is hard and unthank- 
* ful labour according to many; for when the people of 
i's (30D begin to teprove ſinners, and bear witneſs againſt 
Id the world that it's deeds are evil, they will ſurely be hat- 
re ed and deſpiſed. Here then again they have need to have 
el their feet ſhod, that they might go through the fire of 
is perſecution, and not be burnt ; for though the goſpel is 
ts. a goſpel of peace, wicked men oppoſing it, make it the 
pa- cauſe of great tumults. | 
wt IV. Fourthly, the chriſtian. foldier muſt above all take 
up- the ſhield of faith.* For by this he muſt quench all the 
his Bl fiery darts of the wicked 'one. Excellent things are ſpok- 
-his en of faith; f it is that, through which we are faved, 
gth. 3 AN 2 Mark 
but * Here St. Paul refers to a cuſtom among the ancient warriors ; who, 
zade when in the field of ba:tle-made uſe of ſhields; the ſhield was a piece of de- 
* ſenſive armour, wielded by the left hand, in the manner of the Highlanders“ 


targets, . to ward aff. the blows of arrows, ſwords, or ſpears, wherever they 
threatened to ſtrike. a 4 


+ True faith is a moſt precious grace in reſpect of its on intrinffc vir- 


—_—. 


(4 tue, and from hence true chriſtians eſteem ſo of it. The price thereof is 
con- above rubies; which will appear by the induction of the following particulars. 

þ 1. In reſpect of the names given to it in holy ſeripture. (1.) It is called 
10 7 lively faith. (z.) Effectual faith, 1 Theſs. i. 3. (3.) Thefaith of God's elect, 


Tu i. 1. (4) Unfeigned faith, 1 Tim. i. 5. 2 Tim. i. 5. (5. ) Faith 
that works by love, Gal. v. 6 (6) Faith of the operation of God, Col. ii. 
12. (J.) Etecious faith. 2 Pet. t. 7. (8.) Holy faith. (g.) It is called 
the faith of the ſon of God. Its excellent names ſet forth its tranſcendent 
Aaature. LTH ' 

2+ True faith ia precious in reſpect of the means of its procurement, or 
the price that was laid down for the obtaining of it, viz. The precious blood 
of Chriſt ;' for had not Chriſt died we ſhould never have had one dram of it; 
it is given to us as the fruit and effect of his glorious undertaking: | 

3. True faith is precious in reſpect of the fountain from whence it proceeds. 
4+ True faith is precious in reſrect of the means by which it is wrought 
in the ſoul, viz.. By the word and ſpirit of God, Eph. i. 19, 20. 


True 
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Mark xvi. 16. By it we are juſtified, Rem. v. 1. By it 
we are ſanctified, 4s. XXvi. 18. By it we guercomẽ be 
22 1 Fohn v. 5. By it we are a God, Joh. i. 12, 
jams we Hau by faith, we. (hay hy Feith, we have 
peace and Jay in belieung «. Since, then; above all we muſt 
take the ſhneld of faith, let us conlider, 1. What this faith. 
:—2., How, we do attain it:. How. we may know: 
1 + ; * 


» BM... A —_ OO * — a gta * Me i i +4. 4. D-4 4..4 * r W 


© Be «True faith Deep ne eee e G0 


the father, the holy ſpirit, but more immediately Chnit eruciſied. Te be- | 
lieve in God, ge. je ve alſo in me. 


6. True faith is precious in that it joins, or en ſoul ta Chriſt; it 
makes us one with him as it were, fleſh of his fleſh, done of his bone, 2 Hy ey 
member of that body whereof he is the head. 

7. It is the eye of the foul z no man wihout i ban bebeld ſeſus Chriſt, 
nor the ful filling of ſutuxe promsſes. «Aorabam, dy faiths, law the day of 


N 

. Heteby a chriſtian is made a child of God. T 0 a3 "many as 3 
kim, to them gave he power to become the fons of 1. even to them that 
believed on bis name, John i. 12. Ve are all the children of God, by faith. 


in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal, iii. 26. 


9. lt is the only way or means Cod is pleaſeg to take, to deliver the fouls- 
of. men from fig, wrath, and etq1 nal death. 


10. It is that which interefts the ſoul in alt che ſweet and precious pra- 
miſes of the covenantofgrace. 


v1. leis the inſtruwent of falvation. been the Lord Jeſus, and how, 
ſhalt be ſaved. Ads. xvi. 31. 9 24 11 


13. Faith is a moſt excellent and — 29 ching, upon the account of the 


Fruity of i ity viz. . Life, light. peace, and purging, baldneſs at the throne of 
* joy in che holy gholt, hope and good affurance of eternal life. 
13. True faich is precious in telpect of that glarious power and virtue 
that is in it li is medicinal, ang the moſt ſovereign antidute and cordial in the 
world... (2.) It will expel poiſon, (a-) 14 will perſecly, fas it applies the 
blood of Chriſt) cure a wounded conſcience. (J.) It will bear up and revive. 
a.faintiag ſpirit; I had fainted unla I had hade vad, Matt, viii. 46, (4) Ttis 
good againſt the feebleneſs of the knees, and weaknety of the heart, Matt. xivs. 
30, 34- (5% It is a precious remedy againſt the tape of a hard heart. Eneks 
Ixxvi, 26. (G.) It is a moſt ſovereign thing againſt evil. fyirits, it witt reſiſt the 
devil, and make him fly. \(7-3 It is excellently good topurge and wotk out 
all thoſe noxiaus and evil hymours of the inward/ mans: cleanag the heart. 
1055 ) It is an univerſal remedy, fa that we may ſay with the woman, (let the 
: ns be what it will) If 009 * urbar bem- * ee Ker 
e 
14. It was by faith that ſaints, i in every age of he church, were enables ty 
yndecgo and ſuffer all thoſe hard and ber ne A oy r 
with for Chriſt's fake, Heb. xi. 105 
15 It is faith which helps the godly to eee thamertd;: 1 E00 ff 
36. True faith, jy, maſt excellent, becauſe it ſhields and gloriouſty pit 
ſerves the whole ſoul from all. dangers; it is faith which works with, and 
tends to, the DIE? of all other e rn n 
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enabled to apprehend the righteouſneſs of 


tn 1 


we have attained it. * 4 [Ll £271 4154; 
1. What is this faith? I anſwer; faith in general is 
an aſſent and conſent to that propoſition, that God is, and 
that he 1s arewarder of them that diligently ſeek. bim and 
more particularly, it is a ſtedfaſt aſſent and conſent to the 


that we have it: 4. What uſe we are to make of it when 


truths of Ci, revealed in the old and new teſtament: But 


chriſtian faith implies much more than this; for faith in 
Chriſt, as the Meſſiah, faith in God, through Chriſt, is a 
divine principle in the ſoul, wrought by the ſpirit, qr 4 
divine power, communicated to the ſoul, whereby it is 
Jeſus Chriſt, or 
þ mg pay elf 2 his benefits up taking bis BE 
dom, righteouſneſs, fantification, and redemption... Pait 
may then be Wh Je" a intereſt in Chriſt, Which en- 
titles a man to all the bleſſings of the new covenant z- A 
gift gf. God, through Chriſt, whereby Chriſt is apprehend- 
ed as revealed unto the ſoul by the holy ſpiriiit. 
2. How is this faith attained ? I anſwer, faith comes by 
Hearing, Rom. x. Whenever the pure word of Gop is 
powerfully preached, the | dm that ſeriouſly and re- 
verently attend the miniſtry, receive this gift of Gon, 
tho' generally they receive it ſooneſt, whohave the deep- 
eſt remorſe and ſoundeſt humiliation. Gop, honours 
{till the word of his ſervants, and by it turns the diſebe- 
dient te the wiſdom of the juſt, in ſo much that thoſe who! 
were before blaſphemers, liars, - Cquetous,. idblaters, &c. 
become faithful and holy men. The goſpel is not am 
empty Jound, it is 228 God, und the viſdom of God, 
working ſalvation in the ſouls of xebellious ſinner s. 
Again, as other gifts are attained by prayer, fo is this: 
It is true, men are generally convinced of their want. of | 
faith, by the public preaching of the ache an e 
they xeceive living, juſtifying faith, while they are weeſt-. 
ling with God in ſeciet prayer, ar reading the ward, of , 
Go, or meditating, or faſting, or communlcating. Goo 
ws this gift variouſly, on various perſons, and often | 
when they dittle expect it, when they are full ofunbehiet. , 
and fears, in deep. ſorrow, and almoſt 2 to conclude , 
that GO Will never come, that 4hey art left a pray to 
Satan, and that for their ſins, they muſt ſuffer the ven- 
gennce f eternal fine. 
ee en ot bis! 3. He.] 
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EN Hoy ſhall a man know that he-hath it ? T-aaſwer'; 


by jts fruits he ſhall know it; for by them it Min eie 


dence itſelf wherever it is: firſt, he that 'believeth hath 
remiſſton of ſins; {Fs xiti. 39. He is fully and freely 
forgiven, all his paſt ſins are blotted out, and all —— 
removed from W eu | Secondly, he that has fal 

feate with'God, Rom, v. I. a 8 „ah — 
ward calm in the ſoul, arifing from à ſenſe of ilia- 
tion with Gop. * ' Thirdly, he that dehieyethhathy a new 
heart, Act xv. 9. Faith per res the heart; it tenews the 
foul W righteouſiteſs, and'by it (as an inſtrument) we are 


Santhfeed, Nets Xxvi. 18. Fourthly, he that ath the 


2 faith, ihe ere of the fi, 10 47 v. 7 * is, 
Overcomes he res of t [ e "of" t 
andthe pride of life. 4 =” . 


Now, it is W ollbte⸗ for a man Whine theſe tnighty* 


cha nges wrought in him, and not be ſenſible; of them: 
When he believes, he has joy and peace, he loves Gop, 
and has power over ſin: faith brings light and life into 
che ſoul, and raiſes a man above the cela; 5 it gives him 
ſtrength to ſtand, feet'to walk, and wings to fly; it bri 
liberty and glorious reſt to· the ſoul; for if it did not, 
would not be the faith tha! jet the umgodliy, — 
5. the faich that opens the einuat ſenſes of the ward 
airy. the faiththat ſees 'Gop, and hears kim, that᷑ taſtes: 


him and rejoices in his ſalvation; in a werd, the ah thats 


it the Jubflance of gy. err for, wy evidence 1 Mae e, 
cen, ** » 200 * 

Atchly, But what uſe are we to uns ef. this faith? I 
aut; Thereby we muſt- quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked one; he has/a quiver full of them, 4 
his arrows and fire- brands at the children uf Co!; fol 
that a child of Go muſt reſiſt em; ind” quench the 
poiſoned darts in the blood of Chriſt. ' .Fairh makes the 


devil tremble, it drives him away, he is a mer cord 


w__ he grapples with a. man that has the ſhield:of: faith,” 
he flies away; the word of :faith wounds his head, re- 
— -his darts on hitmſelf, and makes N dire his” 
Ins. 
Again, he that believes, ſhould rely: Got, hs! 
„ s; 1h he. lahme, yet will I t ab rr e 
| Job, I highly commend thee : hou ſetvant of Gans. 
. nably ſaid of thee; whom elſe ſhouldeſt thou truſt 


in 


WS 


; iis W 5 eternal hi 25 can 1 ſave to the uttermsſt. 
4 8 5 990 g to their faith; thoſe who 
pl andre tn ter extraordinary its, 
7 20 80 vi frm in hen we have high and ex- 
9 celtert” conceptions of the x power, wiſdom and goodneſs- 
8 of God, When we ſee the riches of the grace of Chriſt, 
- aht how all-ſufficient his righteouſneſs and merits are : - 
> | We chen can ebnfide truth 8 and in his Chriſt, and 
* 1 pear nnt by But if we have low and- 
e . fioris K 052 ocineſs and provi- 
e and cannot” ſee the grea ang and 'precioulneſs of 
je Chriſt's facrifice; we live in a . miſerable condition, | 
S, or rather 'our life is a lingering dead. 
eo "Faith is a powerful thing; it gives action to the ul, 
i and makes it {trong : The chriſtian ſhould then uſe his. 
y I faith, not on to reſiſt the devil with all his temptations ; 
1:. but alſo to ffaw near to Von, and to derive righteouſneſs * 
dy, and ſtrengch from Jeſus Chritt; for faith goes to him for 
to | al wet and by him overcomes all: Whar is impoſſible - 
m 


Perſevering faith? O that there were 
wel. OS, 15 75 in the 1 How ſoon would fin ami 


18 
K |} miſery fly before it! How foon would an everlaſting | 
FE ray $ be brought imo our fouls ! - 
rd V. Bifthly, He tnt would he more than conqueror, 
tes: muſt table the Beier , falvatiir, Which is hope : 
wat. I bis mult be His head-pice,” and cover him in the tay. 
r of batilè. TOE Io - ＋ 
=s There le a hope before" juſtifcativn, alas a EY: : 
+; hat which is before, is an expectation a man hath, dar | 
t he waits on Gop in his appointed ways, for Chrilt's/ 
ake, he will forgive all his nA and make him a Child of 
igt; and the ? 7 — that. is after juſtification, is a ſure 
ideen that Gong will beftow all the good things of 
is kingdom on fach as he hath” made his children A 
an that is filled thetewith, & pcs, and patiently waits 
r the great falyation of Gov, for ies for peer = 
ve, for heaven; and this hope ſupports his ſoul in the 1 
tne of trial, and makes him rejoice in divers ——— 


4 


| 


Een an art, armo of Sage» wore 11 the Cavaliets 
Foyt ion) 3 as the cafes W 


pot ich ri us 
fave Ra ras Sam i. LY ft Nel 


[wh 


But to declare the nature af are, fully, 
I (Ae an nary ed eg 4 a nM, bt 
FA -the ſhip. then dhe wi rains. des 
| hope keeps ge nd Hi e 
rid of temptations and perſecutions : Bose 
good things to come: It is ON. ſaith. the 1 am at. 
ea, andthe ftorm is high, but I hay avs caftmy\ ancher,withr.. 


12. and T-ſhall Ze brought at, the haven. ayers; 


Taff 4 6 
2. 8 e is aid to 20% the heath, 1 XS we ir 1 


8 2 2 he 1 45 and to ſit with him in. e 
= hack makes him aQive ; and nut guy a 

TH — n averſion in. his ſoul: 57 W ſtn,. fa, 
that he deanſeth himſelf from all F Pl 

3. It is laid; we are /aved.by h way 
fram all. preſent affliction and ſorrow, 1 £ py 

| the ping, ſoul, Net reſſe tried, 5 5 Ft 
throne, 

ſhall ngt; ſeparate, me. 


ed 
will 9 al come, and A uit him. 
fro All This 1h genes . Dat a A5 Ret 
rom my. | „28 an t 18. 
it lifts him up. wheo 9 ready, to 1 „ben the 
vil, and the world, beat on the head oft OO ON 
helmet 3 far, hape N and ace 
* 
a yg" TIP between faith, bid hope. 05 
locks oe at things paſt ad to co fk b1 only, 3588 
— * are to — Sechn Y, kale 1 Took er- 25 
and evi things; hope only egacds ga? ings tacome- 
A chriſtian hopes for perfect LE for all the image of 
Gap, for the crown of x htcquſpeſs,; and for, the,glory ot, 
the world to come: O bleſled hope full of immortality! 
Happy is the man-that has the Gad'of aud for ial aud 
auhele hope is in the 2 God. 585 
owever, thre? is the * apes of the $; Mocrite, „ch will 
periſh, with the be len .. remain. in, carpal 
ſecurity, and hope that. G OD, wi have INEFCY + on them at: 
the laſt. Aſas, poar. wretched deceivers, how. milcrably 
are they. miſlaken! When: they come to die, ham do al 
2 oug his periſh? AK them to grove @ reaſon Tr the 
that ts. FS em, and they will tell you, that Gonys met 
ci 2 the are not as others, 2 2072 5 5 
in another — 1 ſpirit, 
whe he dg. 


4 


| IT TOTES 


- 1s 1 


Bm not 64 pearavh, r y tor ſoltbe 7 but ge FILES en 
ſhall iro che 1 50 „Her we ſbail fee him as 


16. ey man,. — hath this-hape in bin, purifieth 
2 | — 2. e : pA: the hope that-maketh 


med, ſuch a hone is, the deve; of God: 
bed: abroad in bs heart, You Holy Gbeſt, given to 

thoſe who believe, and whoſe is in the Lord. 
VI. Sixthlx, The Gelder of Chriſt. Mode take unte 
im le dee N it, that is N 
The e u den 2 25 a twef ofold ſenſe, in Ser 
te. 1. Ch G0, is called wwe. | 
6d, 10 rs by \ 2% in this ttex ſenſo,: We are to 


Lat ion: here. What js Written in the 
Old and New... . * aufen or our learning: 
it was inf 1 l ad is therefore Profitable fo for 
doct rius, fo oef, Hor. ee and for. mftruttion in 


righ ee hat the Man Gd may be: bre, thorby rugby 
Menu every g16d word and work, 2 Lim. ili. 1 

eee Pete ist of excelhent uſe to all who-defize 

to —. e devil at arms length, and to land againſt all- 


I» Which may au beeemperel to a Ford inthe — 1 

| "The ſlain ſharp mengen; "ſq. is the word of Coed. Heb. iv. 22-4 
ſword is'bath a defer;jjwe and Her fie woapon ;. 5 ishe word for defendi1 

& ar Satan's affaults, and making the enemy fly. word: is a brig 


mtering-weapon > the word of God is Ne a clear glancing ford; it > 4 
Lei in d dur plates umtil abe day dawn. ' 2 Per. i. 19. A, fund 
5 good-aud yproyed-ntal ; ſo the word: of 'the Lord is a tried word. 

ſahn a — 10. and xi. 6. -A {ward muſt be drawn out of the feabbard. 
ere it do 9 — &e. ſo the word muſt be ppend by th e Spirit, otherwiſe it 
18 a ſealed book, a 1 not drawn. In a wot, a' fword moſt de managed 
by a fd hand; the word in the hand of faith, muſt be managed by 
the ftrenzQ) of Jehovah. : by the: power of the Spitit, *therwiſe-onr teviathan 
ul will ub. at the ſodlang of our ſpear ; n be kept by Gd: homer of 
God through faith unto ſalvation. | 
Aud as, the word is fit! compared to a ſword, fo is it with prapr propriety 


| cale@the ſerrd of tbe Spin; for, it is the Spirit har vadltihe Ria. 


word i ind ved by him; for, toly! men of Gad \fpake as they — 1 ro 
the dv Ghoſt. —Itis the $pirit dat berni, and brightens the ſword, 0 
ing. it clear, 1d be % light 10 eur fret, and a lantborn to our palbs — t is the 
Spirit that points the word and makes it Harper than a two- N ford. 
It is the Spinnt nat tun the ford, ard makes it powerful : Net by might, 
ver Ay power, | bur by my S/ivit, foib4be- Lord. It is the Sphit that 8 
fword—che word, inta our mouths and hearts : Prot. i 2 . 

It is the Spirit that makes the word to be Spirit: and hear 855 vi. 35. 
—-It4s the Spirit that turns grace in the word, to grace in the 


his 
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the ſpirit apply ing it. Let a ſword be never ſo arp 


C 16 


his wiles: It is no wonder then that the devil hath ſo 
much mower where the word of Go is not regarded. 
Buc why is it called he Ftvord of the Spirit? | avifwer, 
1ſt, becauſe the ſpirit applies the word; yea, the: very 
written word, {2 convince the world of fin © We find St. 
Peter in the four firſt chapters of the Ate; quoting cbm 
tinually out of the Old Teſtament, to convince the Jews 
def oye) guilt for e the 2h * Gop; for the 
| 75 c and potue ul, an r Than 

Iwwo-edged fword, Fer even to the Ain? ſunder 

the ſoul and ſpirit, of the joints and marrow, and is à dif- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. 
The law of the Lord converteth the ſoul, PE. xix, . And the 
goſpel is the power ' of God' unto ſalvation, Rom. i. 16. 
hen the ſpirit ſends home the word untp the conſci- 


ence, it alarms, awakens, wounds the ſoul, and pierces 


the heart with many ſorrows ;; therefore we always find 
moſt of the workings of God's Spirit where the word is 
purely, ſimply, and powerfully preached; 0 

There is a divine energy in the word of Gon; it is 
mighty to humble the ſoul, and to overturn the devibs 
kingdom : The ſword that proceeds aut the mauth of 
Obe is a cutting ſword, it wounds to the quiek, and 
makes the ſimner cry out, ¶ bat muft' I do Ie be faven ? 
Paul inet the terrors of the Lord, and therefore perſuaded 
men to fly fromthe wrath to come. Belſhazzer trembled, 
his heart fainted in his. body, when the hand wrote upon 
the wall, and the writing was applied, by the powe#of 
Gop; it was the ſpirit writing bitter things againſt him, 
and the Almighty ſhooting hiv arrows at him, and thaking 
rg et r bold 45 oh aa. At bebod oi 

There been wonderful efficacy. diſcovered in the 
word of Gop ; yea, ſome have been aſtoniſhed at read- 
ing, or hearing one ſentence out of the bible; not that 
the letter itſelf will reach the heart thus: No, it muſt be 


and ſtrong, yet it doth not wound except it is weilded by 
ſome hand, ſo it is with the written word; it is but a 
dead letter, till it is weilded, as it were, in the hand of the 
ſpirit; then it doth execution; it ſlays its thouſands, as it 
did in the day of Pentecoſt, 44s ii. 36. Thus when all hu - 
man eloquence fails, the word of Gop overcomes the 
moſt ſtubborn heart. Wuhan 
| -_ "Secondly, 


{ 7 1 


o αοο yy und mate 8 7. in ſignifies here, the ward 
1 '8/exereifed and applied bl iſt the devil. Dur 3 


fy "made this we of it, yr. iv. By citing and applying ying 

Ty written word; "he 98 a the devil; knd drove him = | 

11 ſata! indeed rehearſed re tog, but he applied it 

os wrong; widto'his owneonfiifion;: He has often the im- 

be -putenee! and uniting to this day, to cite the word 4 | 
Vos to deceive and overehme the Children of Gop; 
chriſtian ſbldier, therefore, ſhould' be Hkilful in the 

A "that he may be able, oh every oecaſion, 10 wound 

2 | uviferdf ibe breubrrn, and to keep him off. ne 

be | he will tempt us to preſumption, and if that fails, he will 

& *fernpt;us to defpair;; but as gur Lord did, fo ſhoult, we 

=" er, him, faying, is written, '&c. 

des "Yea; the word of the Lord "ould © de werdet . 

1 "againſt the world, and al] its finiles, and frowns : * 

18 hal meets With many enemies in our way to Sith; bir = 

RK Fri malt 15 ro good v1 tuqy 7 Fn cards the - 

7 !ptures, and y 1 1 When O 

152 wen or devils 2 up 1 0 N K may call 


of e regs Fa that they were 7 in, thy nd. — 
Wa | they were to ſiiffer ; And i-when they are under re- 
* proach Shark, I when: they art in poverty or pan, - 


ded they conſider the f ol the prophets, apofttes, and 
ed, holy men weh Hate bern from een 2 ofthe - 
00 world, it will not be IE IH they receive courage, 
of | nete nag eofrifort. Gon: furniſhes a 


im, . man I eve f word. ater, i 


| wal As 10 patience. - 
ing | e is ate of fie in 


W the yory {ctiptures - 


are not u te in and highamind „to 
the humble us g in, raten 140 ech us ; in in, 0 re- 
R 1 Ant nthe* 5K ofhaneſs, to Coreg, us. 


devutfed Out of the;holy feri his 
8 5 ” te not able to aofwerbim: The fach of fl, 
0 2 S. wellworthy-the : application of the greateſt wits: 
We may eafily ſuppoſe; hy a bock Thi Pies From the 

" infemely wife and good Goo, muſt be all perfection; 
there ure no Þlots, notemypty Tophiſtry in it; the word of 
the Lori ig, and i is Jure, and altho' a man may fee an 
Hil Tens. Alion, in this world, yet the camman 
. ments of eee broad, and the, word of: e 54 | 
Ln 70 2211 S411 47 © 333 108 Dei ine 30 A >. 
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every word is full; the ſentence is vaſtly ſignificant ; Let 
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As for thoſe that pretend to. a . revelation from Gop 
above, or different from that Which is alxeady given, they 


are not taught of God; there is no need to add io the 
wordt of the prophecy of this book. Indeed a man mult 
have a revelation from the holy ſpirit, but it is to under- 
ſtand what is already written; for all things neceſſary to 
our ſalvation are revealed; and we are called, not to add 
to the oracles of Gon, but to read and meditate therein 
day and night; begging continually. that the Lord would 
open our under/landmgs to know the ſcriptures, and fill our 
hearts with courage and wiſdom, to make a right uſe of 
that divine ſword. = 4 
VII. Seventhly, I am now come to the exerciſe of the 
whole armour ; that is, praying akvays, with all prayer 
and fupplication in the ſpirit for all ſaints, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance. And, certainly, watch- 
ing and prayer are highly neceſſary : Without this, a man 
can neither attain to, nor preſerve any part of the di; ine 
armour : This brightens every grace of the ſpirit, and 
mightily prevails with Gon againſt ſin and ſatan. Here 
are many notable expreſſions made uſe of by the apoſtle ; 


us then a little conſider ſome. of the ſpirit's meaning in 
theſe words; and in order to this, come Holy Ghoſt, in- 
pas my heart, ſuggeſt holy and profitable matter ta my 
And, firſt, prayer and ſupplication muſt be made in tþe 
Jperit ; that is, as St. Jude expreſſes it, praying in or by the 
oly Gb; for without this inſpiration Ir aſſiſtance of 
ob, no man can pray acceptably : It is the ſpirit that 
bhelpeth our infirmities, and maketh interceſſion in us, ac- 
2 ing to the . l 5 Holy Gh * 
uggeſts matter yer upplication to us: He 
opens the e ſubdues the will, melts the 
heart, warms the affections, and makes way for the ſoul 
„ r 
oſe that ſuppoſe they can pray fervently. or faithful- 
ly enough, by their own natural reaſon; or by the aſſiſt- 
ance of men or books, are under a miſtake with regard 
to the nature of prayer. Indeed reaſon and every other 
help ſhould be uſed ; yet we may aſſure ourſelyes that 
the man who has never prayed but. in the lengoage 
another, never prayed according to the will of Gop. No 


- 


mal 


( 9] 
D man can rightly and faithfully call on Go, till the Lord 
y by his ſpirit, has convinced him of his various neceſſities. 
he Many ignorant ſouls do not know what to aſk of Gon; 
ſt tho' they want every thing, yet they can pray for no- 
r thing: They may then uſe the language of David, or 
to Simeon, but this they do by rote, as children ſay their 
d grammar. A man may uſe a form of prayer, but he that 
in would never make his requeſt known to Gop without it, 
wants the ſpririt of prayer, as much as Bartimeus wanted 
the hne 
When we pray, we ſhould then pray for the ſpirit of 
| prayer; it is one of the. promiſes made before the goſpel- 
he times, that helievers ſhould receive the ſpirit of grace and 
yer ſupplication, Zach, xii. 10. When David was convinced 
ing of lin, he prayed from the heart, /. li. and xxx. So 
ch- could Jonah in the fiſh's belly, where he had neither 
nan book nor candle- light. The word of Gop requires that 
ine we ſhould pray and not faint, that we woult pray every 
and where, Luke xviii. 1. Tbeſ. v. 17. 1 Tim. ii. 8. Surely 
lere all this cannot be underſtood of reading prayers; no, it 
tle; muſt mean the prayer of the fpirit, the principle within, 
the conſtant aſpiring after Gop, the holy longings, and 
fervent breathings of a pious ſoul. It is then a molt cer- 
tain ttuth, that no man can. pray, agreeable to the will 
of God, till he receives the */prrit of: Chrijt io help bis in- 
firmities, and to quicken his ſoul; for prayer is nothing 
elſe, but the ſoul ſpeaking to Gop by the ſpirit of Gon 
it is the very breath of faith, 2 45 it is as natutal to 
a real chriſtian to call upon Gop, as it is to breathe. 
Secondly, we mult pray altuays, and continue in ſuppli- 
cations. . Some think they pray, if they repeat a form 
once or twice a week, or at moſt twice a day, they ſup- 
poſe that this will ſuffice, and that they have diſcharged 
their duty well: But thoſe that are taught of Gon know 
otherwiſe ; there ib neither 1ime nor place in which, they 
find not deſires and; neceſſity: to pray. They. have ſet 
and ſolemn hours for public and ſecret prayer, they 
often ation from hase Fi dreſs r N and to 
rim their lamps ; but they are alway in the ſpirit of prayer, 
they conſider themlelyes ak in the preſence of Gon, and 
accondingly. they lift up their hearts to him, and hold 
divine communign; with im. A chriſtian prays without 
aimg; for he lives ant walks in the ſpirit, and is always 
el In 
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in a praying dame: There is a divine pronenſuy in- an 
holy ſoul, to dr.] 'inear wito GOD; there is yy York 


ery in a chriſtian d he att, for he Rabe that Gon en- 
{tantly. liſtens to the flent withes, amd ſees the internal 


avels of his foul. i LT tk vo | 1 


"Thirdly We muſt 9: omni ee allkicd/ofprayer; 
70 nas lecret & mental prayer; pray er for ourſelves; Privy 
ex 8 pra fer for all chyiſtiar miniſters, 
and. all ſuints e thoſe W] only Pra yein public, cannot 
re fit in virtue, becaufe they pray not in ſceret; und 
lecret prayer will not avall}excepr public-worſhip! be ad- 
ded to it where itmay. Thoſe that pray for thernſebves,. 
and not for others, and for the proſperity: of: Sion, cannot 
proſper: The love of brit | confieains m ſaints to in- 
treat and 4 make interccſſtem for the brethren. We 
nd Abraham, the friend of Gon) pray ing even for Sem, 
Gen. xviii.. and Meſes pray in for Iſrael with extraor- 
dinary zeal and affeftion, rad. xXxx1tv How faitlifalty 
does St. Paukpray for the Philippians; Ch. 1.9. And for 
all other churches here he hüd labowred, nhout ex- 
2 thoſe who H not ſeen his face inthe Rab 2 Col. 
he chriſtian's heart is: open to embrseg all men 
3 hearty affection; he prays for the fame ble ſſings for 
others, as he aſks for Hef he remembers that texher- 
tation, 1 Tm. ii. 1. for all nun, arid all good 
2 Hr up cu here 0 ieee, ul run * 


Ne ae | 127 Jt " ; 
Phe «. > St particular en by this well Re,, t 
a chriftian: ſoldier ons 2 eb to ray _ 
theſe two are: commonly: put toget © Wien | 
more neceftany for a ſoldier, than to 8 vec 
hem - ie ul camp, or engaged in the field of baztle * 
Upon earth the whole: life ef man is a warfure; l ls 
enemies always:to-watch aas, and w fight wird z be 
mould theruiore: be nie ays aw, his foul ou be full 
of eyes, before andihebind, Wing und acm, to! be 
e todiſrera every appragchiof the: enemy £ 
'Thoſe'whoare willing to be conquetors; een 
exown-of glory, mutt — — well as pray: When 2 
nie from dur tables, ithe de ñ dec nes eeaſt · teinpti 
Wherever we are, of whiteyer We are dohlig, Raute is 
at our tight hand, and u thoiiſand other ontward und in- 
Ward foes:; feng y indolent fouls are het fit Wi 
1 ervice 


L £28 11 


ſervice: The, ſervants, of God, the pragſyand 2/mighty 
ings mult be expert in the ſpiritual war, and always 


ave their, Ys 58 on every corner, where they ſuſpect 


enemy e 
If a man fhauld pray Enno hours i in the day, and f not 
warch all te un he ſpends his ſtrength. in vain- If be 
5 . to Match one; hour, ſatan, will MUD, and. de 
ſtroy all he did i whole day. Alas, how. many ig- 
norant ſouls are deceived in this $ POL, they Au ole that 
in prayed an hour, that will guard them all che day 3 
whereas in the moment they give over their inter 
tan gets an advantage over them. . loins ould. 
irt, our lamps always burning, and we ſhould be as thoſe 


who wa, fer the return of the. eee. Watch and 


ra Wa n of Ob. Ir we. would then 
— 41. out. C e muſt watch bor: failiog, wþ _ 
two ſtand or fall together. 


Having thus eularged upon the p of Gad, 1 hall 
now.ſet down the whole military exhortation of St, Pau 
and having called on nas put pn the whale Armaur'ef Gd! 
I ſhall conclude with'a few remarks and cautions. . 

The exhortation. begins ver, 10 and continues $:; the 
19th. Finally, krethren,. be firong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might : Put an the whale Armaur of Cad, that 
you may be a 1 do fland ag ai the wiles of the devil ; for 
we wreſtle not Gg and blood, Fa. againſt princt- 
palities, agui 7 Þ) 3. 2 


of _ the darkne this 1 5 
again 7 — 4 4 5 in high places : 20 Yor take 
Jou, the e ale r of Cad, that you may able to and 
in the evil day, bu „ e dane all to Hand. Stand.there- 
fare, having. your 10 irt about with truth, and, having 
on the breaſt plate g 75 riz Penn and your feet ſbod wil 
the pr tr eparation of the goſpel of peace : Above all, taking the 
ſhield of faith, whereby ye [ball be alle. to 195 all the ney | 
darts of the wicked : And jake the helmet of ſutvaticn, (hop 
and the the fuel 777 the ſpirit, which is the ward 9 God, pr 
all 


ing always, wit prayer and 'ſubplicatian i in 4 772 it, * 


all ſaints, and watching 2 (vi. with all perſeverance. 


And now, brethren, ſuffer the word of exhortati 
and apply {DL ; ſhall be gut ar own ſouls. * 
Firlt then, Put on the 0 Armcur of Gd: This be- 
longs to all, every ſoul is bound to hear ken to this exhor- 
tation: "The divine Armour . hath been laid 9 you; 
ou 


6 2 
Thould you not All labour. to put it-on? | Let your Joins then 
Segirt-atout with truth © Nou know this: is neceſſary-;'the 
God of tru h expects and requires itfron you If trith 
be not reoted and grounded in your fouls, all yν, Ru gin 
*:vam ; Gon fees into all che ſcerets of yo hearts; 
he knows every way of wickedneſs that is in you; You 
may deceive 6 hi1r way r neighbour ;* but remember 
this, you cafmot deceive God ; (for he judges righteouſſy, 
and he knows whether your heart is upright before him, 
O!- bay: the truth, and never, never, ſell it; get this gre 
ir 


= - . p 4 vs _ ” -@ ” 4 = — 9 N » & 5 
* — pa - > 4 
P ˙· 1 


die ; let it be about your loins conſtantly ; and get it 
rn neee enn 

Be not detrivrw, Gad i4mot-macke; tf-you'fow- in righ+ 
teoufnefs, you ſhall reap eie * Kemember: Chrift 
rs the truth; get acquaimed with him; he iufpires mm 
he-mereafes* truth, he *nccepts aid rewafiis it; let t 

Gop 0 truth dwell in your hearts nehly; let the ſpirit 
of truth-guide*you ; let the word -of truch be in ybur 
menth ; and member that mo hie is of the truth. He ſini 
cere in your heart, ant in you converſation; if yvulare 
fo, you will came ts the Ny, that it my be menifct, that 


* 


75 works tre wrought in Bal, Jof „2. Dy man- 


Nation of be rrutb, you "wit tommend your{frives. 15 
n ane. IF r Ng Beer eee 
remember this! Thofe 'who'ſay "unto Chriſt, Tor, 
Lord, hut dont the things he "has commanded in words 
profeſs they know Gov, but in works deny him. 
H. Youu rmift have un the 4g hteoufnefs : 
Pur this on; that is, put en the Lord Fefus Chrift, Rom. 
Xii. 14. Lou muſt have the covering of his fprrit, Tha. 
Xxx. I. ox, woe'be to you. Pur off your filthy gatments, 
ank be choathed with the Son of GOD: Come t him, be 
is the Lard our righteouſneſs, Jes. Bi. 6. If you ſay, 
cannot we do without this rightecufne fs? Have WE not 
a tightecuſneſs. of our own Will not our moral righte: 
ouſneſs, and fincere obedience be atrepted? You talk 
Uke an heathen: 'Whar'tighteoufacts have you? Where 
is your armor, wherein 'you traft ? © Now f brot! 
$elixzve What Jop has Tpoken ! Do yon hot Know that 

au are under the curſe till Chriſt redeems'you from Nt, 

Jal. ili. 10. Why will you trüſt in a broken law Ul 
0 juſtify you? eſpecially in a law that can thew no merci 
; You ure a poor, miſerable, guilty, helptels, n 
OY wretc 
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wretch.; Know his, and humble: yourſelf before Sep; 
tremble at his feet; confeſs: chat 'you hae no righteouſ- 
nels of your own'; and beſeodh! him wickanſe you! from 
alt unrighteoufneſs.. 1359 57 | 
Get on the white ratment;; the rightaonfusſs of: Sam's: 
Never imagine you can be righteous till your fins are for- 
ven\y Ou; You muſt; be «xgodty,” till you are juſtified, 
om: iv. 5 Seek thenlan intere An Chriſt; woes made' 
Infor us, who knew no Yin, n bb thads the righte-: 
ae, of Gen in him, A Cori v. bx; Make haſte, ſubmit 
to the righteonſheſ#of 'Gop;- put no more confidence i in 
the fle; come out of yourſelf throw yourſelf on 
Chriſt ; hug yourfe}f no _ in your filthy regs; but 
t on change of Faimenty Ol itt you do not put on this 
— plate. I'deelare to yen, that Gop will. ſhoot his 
arrows at you; fe will ęierce your heatt withihis: — 
If thou ſay, I ill not; have Chriſt's righteouſneſs; D- 
will fayy, 1 will have no mercy· on thee.” 16 you ſay, you 
will: not have Chriſt for: your! Saviour; Gop ſays; you 
muſt have the devi for. your father, Sinner, do not? 


offered:. 

111. Letvgonr: fn bebe be Te wy courngeous:and? 
ready to every good L u | have ned of patiemse: 
yon! will be tried as by fire therefore be ſtrengthened with” 


Hering and joyfalneſs. Do not ſay, I could bear any 
trial but this: ee d if you Cannot bear what GOD him? | 


all tags from allunen, and run patiently ibe race that is 
et before you: Let your feet le beantiful, and yout con- 
verfation- holy; ſpread abroad the go vel ; be very zealous 


odo the will of Gop: Vou will meet with many a 

mountain; but % Phe. help of our a, l, over them all 

: wy * from: ace ſtrength, til you finiſh Four” 
+ wit el, 


V. Abele all, 4 exhort yon to * the gien f faiths: 
$; awthoit this, you can da nothing. But, O! beware 
f the falſe, dead faith; that deſtroys ſo many ſouls ; be 
ure your faith is the" right, goſpel faith: Tf: — 2 


| iy fo will alt the other graces you- feen tohoſſeſse 


Examine 


. = ct Go —— —————— —— —_— 


ſtand it out . Chrift 5 Gomes 00 white ercy is 


all might in the inner man; have all patience, with long - 


ſelf appoints, you can bear nothing. Be ready to ſuffer 


ar the Lord of Hyjts; have feet. to run, and wings to fly, 


ake-in-this, you Will dlunder alalong. is vont wusch. „ 


* ] 
Erxaniine hen | youſelves, whether you are m the . faith ;, 


Whether your faith is in your heart. 
Kemember the hu follaw thoſe ; that, Jelirue: The 
ſcriptures ſay, they have forgiveneſs of ſins, the (picit of 
adoptian, peace, joy, and love to Gop, power over fin, 
victory over the world, and all the fruits of the ſpirit. 
Has your faith this evidence of deing the faith of ile qbena- 
tron of God F Is it a )(hadow, of a ſubſtance; an opinion 
in your head, or a true principle of life in your heart? Do 
ya. believe in word and opiaion only; or have yoda in 
your heart the powerful faith of Gop's children? 
Abe gevit will throw his fiery darts at you, : Ol have 
you faith to. quench them in the blood of Chriſt? Have 
faith to withitand' ſatan ; he will march towards yon 
with all his malice, rage, and power; but have faith, 
and Gad will bruyſe him under your feet. Be allo faith. 
ta your Co, and to your King; to your ſoul, and to 
your country. Do not be faint-hrarted; have courage; 
take your ſhield, and weild it; drive the devil before 
you +: Hlaty faith in Ged, in God mur Sgviour, and al 
things ſball be pelſible to you Come, thou ſoldier of Chrilt, 
believe and live: Believe, and thou ſhalt ſee the gli of 
Ged.: Believe, and on of: weakneſs thou ſhalt be made ftrong: 
Believe, and thou ſhall get a crown of rightecuſneſs. . Above 
all, brethren, have fauth working. by love, and then, you 
will overcome all the devils, and furrows, and ins that 
poſe you. Belieye, and you thall be Ged's friends like 
braham ; Believe, and you fball be Gd, Jjervants {he -* 
Mejes. lhe time would fail me, to tell you all the 
power and efficacy of faith; It will dry the.red-ſca, and. 
make waters flow out of the rocks: It will throw. down 
walls; alter the natitre of fire; ſtop the mouths of lions. 
Oli is a peecious jewel, a heavenly treafurel He that 
has fan has Choi with all his benefits, grace, tighte - 
ouſue la, liberty, joy, glory and im mortality. 
V. The head ſhould be covered in the day of batile. 
Take then the helmet of hope; let this keep your head 
above water: Hope, and wait for the falvation'of God : 
Hope to be delivered from all ſin and ſorrow; hope to be 
filled with Go, and perfected in love: Let your hope 
| purify, your heart, be an anchor to your ſouls ;, 
, your: redemption drewe/h mah 4 the ume is at hand 
when you ſhall weep no more: Be ol the. ee Gor 
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e- hope is before you :. Hope for all good things to come; 

. and though the Lord tarry, wait upon him; he will not 
„, tarry long: The Lord is at hand; be ſtedfaſi, therefore, and 
t. abound in the work of the La ll. 


1— VI. Take the ſward of the ſpirit, ſearehi the ſcriptures ; 
n | meditate in God's law ; beithoroughly. furniſhed for every 
o | gordwwprd and work; increaſe trite Knowledge of Gop.. 
in love the precious word of Gop ; do not periſb for want 
ö of knowledge; read and*underftand the ſacred pages; be 
ve: WW mighty in the ſcrintures; battle ſatan when he comes as a 
VE ; Hoy i 9959S OE alt 552k als 1 

Mu I! (ſnhall juſt hint, how you ſhould uſe the goſpel-ſword; 
h, the word of Gop : Perhaps ſatan will tell 1 * I 


tal ſo merciful that he will not damn you, although y qu 
io thould commit ſuch a ſin: Anſwer Het. xviii. 20. The 
8 3 fault thut ſinneth, it ſhall ſurelyidie. Again, if he tells YOu, 
e it is too late now, all is over, Geb will have no mercy 
7 10. Reply, but He Keepelhb mercy for thouſands. 
Exods xxxiv. and nxw"1s-the' dey of ſalvation. Satan 
may again ſay ; but you have been a great preſumptugus 
imner, Go may fade others, you he will not ſave. An- 
Wer to dussthat n v ins are as [carlet, of the deepelt 
and of the meſtaggravated nature, yet the blaod of 
it cleanſeth” from all fin; I. Joh. i, 7. The enemy 
Wilk ſtill urge you, But dau are Weak, you have ng good 
in you. Anſwer, Obriſt tal net -break the bruiſed reed, 
nor quench the makin fax, Mat. xii. . Moreover, . the 
tempter will ſuggeſt, If you are a child of; Gor, why 
does he deal ſo hardly with; you? : You are poor and 
afflicted, deſpiſed and forſaken: Anſwer, God has choſen 
the poor of this world," rich in faith, and heirs of the: king- 
dom of heaven. Jam. ii. Ay, ſays ſatan, but I will have 
you yet, I have many fiery darts to throw / at you; you may 
zealous and fierce for a ſeaſon, but I'll make you turn 
back at laſt: Anſwer, God is faithful, who has promiſed 
not to ſuffer me to be tempted above that I am able to bear, 
* will oith the temptation make a way that I may eſcape, 
Or. X 13. | 5M. 9 | Þ | | 
The ſpirit of Gop muſt teach you himſelf, brethren, 
how to make uſe of this ſword, that you may cut all the 
inares of the enemy in pieces: I beſecch you then to be 
GC | verſed 


[ 26 ] 


verſed in Gop's holy book; O let the word of Chrift 
Abel in you richly ; let it live and grow in you t it is the 
tmmpgrafted word, word of wiſdom ; it ſhews you what 
the Lord would have you to do, and what you are to 
expect from him. O dig therein for knowledge, as for 
'a hidden treaſure ; bring out of God's treaſury things 
3 old, and fo ſball you be perfect and intire, lacking 
Noi hing. | | | N 
© VII. Seventhly, Pray in the ſpirit without ceqſing, &c. 
If you do not, all your labour is in vain. You cannot 
ſtand faſt in the faith, nor grow in grace, if you do not 
continue inflant in pow : Open your — 8, and lay your 
wants before the O pray for the ſpirit of prayer, 
that you may make your requeſt known to him: — 
o you have aſked little in the name of Chrift ; naw aſt, and 
« you ſhall receive, and your joy ſhall le full: But aſk in faith, 
no way doubting but Gop is able to do this thing for 
you. You haye not more love, joy, holineſs, faith, be- 
. _ *canfe you aſk not of our Father who is in heaven, who 
© knows that you have need of theſe things, and would freely 
ive his holy ſpirit to you, if you did pray and not faint. 
Pray then for yourſelves, pray for the perare of Feru- 
. Jalem, es 0 fhall proſper who loue her: Let the care of all 
he churches be on yau alſo. Intercede with Gop for 
Sion, and for her ſake do not hold your peace: but make 
« interceſſions with groanings which cannot be uttered. Pray 
© forthe grace you have not, pray for the "continuance of 
what you have, pray for pardon and holineſs; pray for 
your friends, Gy your enemies: Pray ' with- all prayer; 
pray every where, lifting up holy hands and pure hearts, 
2 wrath e Ip man, 75 and e I Wn, 
o ſhall your prayers be as incenſe, and the lifting up of your 
hands 1 evening ſacrifice ; Lord, teach us, thy Leples 
haw to pray ! 4 | He 
To conclude, Are you a miniſter of Chriſt, a preacher 
e righteouſneſs © above all, you have need of this armour ; 
vou are an officer in the army of the Great King; yo 
ſtand in the front of the battle; all the powers of hell are 
engaged againſt you eſpecially. Many eyes are upon 
you; the eye of Gop expecting ſincerity and faithfu! 
ncſs; the eye of the world watching. over you Wr 


others to | 
ware that your own ſoul be not found naked; go not 


L: 87 


the eye of the children of Gop looking for a more than 
ordinary degree of holineſs from you; the eye of ſatan 


to ſee how he may tempt and deſtroy you: You are a 
mark for all to ſhoot at; ſee then that you put on tbe 
whole armour of God. You are indeed a ſtrippling go- 
ing againſt Geltah ; but fear not, the Armour of God 
differs from Saul's armour : It does not take away, but 
gives ſtrength and activity, and makes the man of God 
valiant in fight: But O! beware whilſt you are exhorting 

valiant, to put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, be- 


this warfare at your own charge, count the coſt, fee if 
you can meet the king and god of this world and all 
your foes; you will not be crowned, except you ſtrive 
lawfully ; you are hired to be a ſoldier, do not then in- 
tangle yourſelf with the affairs of this life, that you may 


pleaſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is your Captain. O! 


thou man of God, fight the good fight of faith, and con- 
tinually lay hold „ oh life. * 1 

And you that believe, brethren, you that have on this 
armour, are you ſure that you have on the whole armour 
of God? a part of it will not do: Nay, you can have no 


part, except you have the whole: And which part could 
- -you do without? Do you not want truth and righteouſ- 


neſs, patience and faith, hope and knowledge, and all 
prayer? Can you ſay to any of theſe, I have no need of 
thee? No, no; if you break one link of the chain, it 
holds you no longer, and you fall as if all were broken. 
Jo have any part of this armour wanting, will keep 
y our ſoul deſtitute of the whole : Some pieces thereof in- 


deed, as faith and prayer, we eminently want, but all are 
neceſſary. | 


Leave no unguarded place, No weakneſs in the Soul.“ 


Laſtly, remember there is no armour for the back. 
You have a girdle and a breaſt-plate ; ſandals and a 
ſhield ; a helmet and a ſword ;. but which of theſe can 
you cover your back with? Go then ſtraight forward, 
look not behind you, remember Lot's wife. Be faithful; 
be conſtant ; be courageous ; to arm all: Hear the word 
of command : Behold, the crown is ready for you. Go 
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